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A great victory for Rena Dourou in Attica region

Posted by newsroom in Politics May, 26 2014 No Comments Author: newsroom 

“We begin a war against interests,” she said at her election center near Propylaea early in the morning on Monday

Rena Dourou is the winner of the elections and becomes the new head of the prefecture of Attica.

With 97,07 % incorporation, Rena Dourou receives 50.89 % of the votes while Yannis Sgouros gets 49.11 %.

Shortly before 2 o’clock in the morning of Monday, Rena Dourou making a speech at her election center at Propylaea said “On Monday we begin a war against of interests,”.

“We have given a great fight and the majority of our fellow citizens understood that. We gave a fight, supported by morals, against interests”, she said and added: “Us, with the people, for the people, by the people we give the assurances that the District will not make erroneous distinctions such as first or second class Mayors, or first or second class citizens”.

“We seek to build Greece with solidarity, dignity and humanity”, she said, adding that “we will walk together, tomorrow dawns a great day,”.

Yiannis Sgouros admitted his defeat by saying that “the battle was not vindicated only marginally” and gave his congratulations to Mr Dourou.

A clash between the coalition and the opposition, over early elections
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A strong counter-attack by the ruling parties right after Mr. Tsipras’ incendiary remarks

The first post-election conflict between the coalition parties and the opposition party erupted just hours after the polls closed, on the issue of early elections.

The conflict shows a different interpretation of election results by the main protagonists.

According to SYRIZA, the government no longer has the political and ethical legitimacy to implement its policy, after coming second in the ballots. ND and PASOK focus on the result that has shown that the people rejected Mr. Tsipras’ suggestion on “overthrowing” the government and in that sense, constitutes Mr. Tsipras’ defeat.

Under the leadership of both coalition parties, there is no question to be raised about the legitimacy of the government.

Mr. Tsipras visited the President, earlier and raised the issue of discord of the government with the electorate, based on the 4% difference from the New Democracy party.

The government’s response was immediate through its representative Mr. Simos Kedikoglou who stated that “Mr. Tsipras was unable to bring early elections upon us, did not convince the electorate of the “overthrow” he envisaged and proceeds to unprecedented institutional aberrations: The people were asked to vote for a European parliament, not for the country’s administration. Another diversion is the threats he flings towards the government in the lines of “they should not even consider…to govern”! Is he insisting on early national elections or is he trying to cause anarchy? Or both?”.

Similarly, PASOK leader Evangelos Venizelos attacked the president of SYRIZA: “With his current approach to the President, it brought the latter in an extremely difficult position, by having him listen to an unconstitutional proposal, which misrepresents the parliamentary system in Greece, the Constitution, and the country”.

The Prime Minister stated yesterday that he received the peoples’ message and will move forth with necessary changes, always within the confines of his government plan.

Of course, the government wants in no way to cause a climate of premature elections which might enhance the momentum built up by SYRIZA.
On the contrary, the government wants to give its policy time to catch up. If SYRIZA insists, the two parties will denounce him, for efforts to cause political anomaly. The government will generally reject Mr. Tsipras’ objections and declares that it will continue to implement its policy and will not stop governing.

However, in the next few days, political initiatives of PM Antonis Samaras are expected, which will prove that he got the message of the european elections.

Tomorrow, the PM will attend a dinner of EU leaders in Brussels. On Thursday, he will be visiting the President, whereas he will also hold a meeting with Mr. Venizelos where they will discuss the EU elections’ results and plan out any subsequent government moves.

Tsipras makes unprecedented demands of the country’s Prime Minister
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After the meeting with President Karolos Papoulias, the SYRIZA president moved forth with incendiary remarks

With these five “Don’ts”, SYRIZA president Alexis Tsipras, who met today with the President of the Republic Karolos Papoulias, clarified the tone of SYRIZA’s policies for the upcoming months.

Mr. Tsipras stated the following: “I urge the Prime Minister to not even contemplate to implement the projects he had prepared for after these elections. I call on him not to even think about putting forth new austerity measures, cuts in wages and pensions or layoffs. He shouldn’t even consider privatizing the most basic of public needs, water. To not even consider of moving forth with the sales of public assets, and especially our beaches or places of natural beauty which must remain as natural heritage and owned by the people. Finally, we warn the Prime Minister to not even think about appointing a Governor of the Bank of Greece or appointing a new Commissioner for our country to the European Commission, without the consent of the largest party in the country, without a broader political consensus. He is not empowered to make such decisions, with the percentages he received today, for the years to come, having now a minority”

Tsipras: We must go to elections, the Parliament is not entitled to elect a President
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The leader of SYRIZA says “no” to the election of a President of the Republic by the Government and also to the appointment of a new Governor of the Bank of Greece and a new EU Commissioner – Samaras should not even think about auctioning public assets

President of the Republic Karolos Papoulias on Monday received main opposition Radical Left Coalition (SYRIZA) leader Alexis Tsipras, congratulating him on his party’s first-place result in Sunday’s EuroParliament elections.
“It was a significant showing, historic for the Left and a significant upset of the political scene,” Tsipras replied. “Up until Saturday night, some people were saying that if the difference [between SYRIZA and New Democracy] was two or three points we would have epidemics, earthquakes and hurricanes. We won by 4.0 percentage points and it is a very nice day outside,” he joked.

Tsipras expressed hope that the days to come will be equally good, “because the expression of the popular verdict gives the opportunity for a more powerful position in Europe”.
Responding to Papoulias’ expression of concern over the rise of extremist forces in Europe, SYRIZA’s leader said the message must be received that Euroscepticism had causes that were driving it and that there must be a better Europe in order to tackle this.
“There must,” Papoulias agreed.

After his meeting with the President of Hellenic Republic, Alexis Tsipras, Head of the Opposition, warned the prime minister against implementing new memoranda, salary cuts, layoffs and auctioning public assets. He also added the Antonis Samaras, due to the government’s precarious position, should not even think about appointing a new Governor of the Bank of Greece and a new EU Commissioner, as these appointments will be binding for the country in the years to come.

More specifically, in the comments he made while leaving the Presidential Mansion, SYRIZA leader spoke about a serious political upset and underlined that this upset is evident not only as a result of SYRIZA’s 4.0 percentage points lead in Sunday’s European elections but also because the parties of the government coalition lost 11 percentage points compared with the 2012 results.
He said that this is a major disharmony and added that no one has the right to make crucial decisions that can be binding for the Greek people in the years to come, noting that the present parliament cannot elect a President.
Tsipras called for general elections and warned the prime minister not to proceed with the appointment of a Bank of Greece governor or the next EU commissioner without having the accord of the country’s biggest political party.

Kedikoglou: Tsipras is attempting an unprecedented institutional deviation
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“It is a deviation to interpret the people’s vote for an issue other than that set before the electorate,” the Government Spokesman said

Government Spokesman Simos Kedikoglou responded harshly to the statements made by the head of the Radical Left Coalition (SYRIZA) party, Alexis Tsipras, after his meeting with the President of the Hellenic Republic.

Responding to the Opposition leader’s statements, the government spokesman said: “Tsipras was unable to provoke elections. He did not convince the electorate about the ‘overthrow’ he was planning and is now proceeding with an unprecedented institutional deviation: the people were called on to vote for a European Parliament, not the governance of the country. It is a deviation to interpret the people’s vote for an issue other than that set before the electorate”

Mr. Kedikoglou went on to add the following: “His demand for an ‘overthrow’ did not even get the votes that his party had received in the 2012 elections. And this is why his frustration is so great, because his party did not gain anything of that lost by the other parties.”

The Government Spokesman attributed the losses suffered by the ruling coalition parties to the difficult conditions in which they had been called to govern, pointing out that Mr. Tsipras, despite being in the opposition, had gained nothing and actually lost 150,000 votes compared with his party’s result in the June 2012 general elections.

Regarding Mr. Tsipras’ warnings to the government on a series of issues, Mr. Kedikoglou said they practically amount to one warning: “Νot even think of …governing.”
“Does he insist on early elections or is he trying to provoke a lack of rule?” the spokesman asked, stressing that the main opposition’s efforts were in vain, as the government plans to run to the end of its term, fulfilling its duty under the Constitution and to the people.

The spokesman also dismissed Mr. Tsipras’ claim that the election result had revealed a “discord” between the electorate and parliament, noting that the specific article referring to his concept had been removed from the Greek Constitution 28 years earlier.

Who leads in the EU Parliament battle
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SYRIZA’s candidates Glezos, Kouneva are elected, Zagorakis and Spyraki of New Democracy and Kaili of Elia are also elected whereas Golden Dawn will send three representatives

SYRIZA will send 6 members to the European Parliament, New democracy 5, Golden Dawn 3 while To Potami, Elia and KKE will send 2 members each. Independent Greeks will send 1 representative.

See those who prevail:

SYRIZA
Manolis Glezos
Sophia Sakorafa
Dimitris Papadimoulis
Konstantina Kouneva
Giorgos Katrougalos
Constantinos Chrysogonos

New Democracy
Manolis Kefalogiannis
Maria Spyraki
Theodoros Zagorakis
Eliza Vozemberg
Giorgos Kyrtzos

Golden Dawn
Eleftherios Synadinos
Lambros Fountoulis
Giorgos Epitidios

Elia
Nikos Androulakis
Eva Kaili

Potami
Giorgos Grammatikakis
Nikos Orfanos

Communist Party of Greece (KKE)
Konstantinos Papadakis
Sotiris Zarianopoulos

Independent Greeks
Notis Marias

Venizelos: Tsipra's blackmail was clearly rejected
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It is imperative to update the programme agreement with the government – I will ask the President of Democracy to take initiatives that promote national unity – The door is open for the rallying of the democratic lineup

Deputy Premier Evangelos Venizelos stated on Sunday night that Tsipra’s “blackmail”, i.e. his request for a referendum on the national strategy “was clearly rejected”, based on the combined results of European, municipal and regional elections.

“Society has obviously sent us strong messages which we understand, empathize with and respect,” said Mr. Evangelos Venizelos adding that it is imperative to update the programme agreement of the coalition government. “It is our job and my personal responsibility to ensure the democratic character of the government policy. We must achieve the target of national reconstruction focusing first on tackling unemployment,” he said.

In this context, the Deputy Prime Minister announced that he plans to ask the President of the Hellenic Republic, Mr. Karolos Papoulias to take initiatives in order to promote national unity, beyond the limits of the coalition government.

When asked to comment on the percentages received by Elia in the Elections, Evangelos Venizelos said that the enemies of stability were proved wrong. However, he noted that the party’s history does not match these percentages. “The base of the party sent a message to those who know that we are the foundation of stability and hate us for it” he said.

Referring to the future of the democratic forces, PASOK leader stressed the need to have unity, adding that “the door is open for the rallying of the democratic lineup.”

Referring to SYRIZA Mr. Venizelos said that it reached its ceiling in 2012 and argued that the staged polarization was ignored by the majority of the citizens.

He also expressed his satisfaction because the people have rejected those who wanted to create the crisis, as he urged the voters to do last Sunday.

LAOS party president states his party is recovering
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After doubling their percentage since the last elections

“Although a lot of people had said we were marred by political obscurity, we rebound, almost doubling our previous election percentage”, stated LAOS party president George Karatzaferis, regarding the outcome of elections.

“We are entering the political game, with requirements, without verbosity or pomposity. I thank all those who contributed to a successful outcome”, he said.

Kaminis wins Municipality of Athens
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His adversary congratulated him through a phone call

Giorgos Kaminis won the municipality of Athens, over Gabriel Sakellaridis.

Shortly before 11pm, tonight, the SYRIZA candidate congratulated Mr. Kaminis on his victory, who appears to have gathered 51.64% of the votes, with 20% of the voting districts counted.

Giorgos Kaminis thanked the citizens of Athens for their trust after his re-election as the Mayor of Athens.

“Today’s result makes me even more optimistic about the future of Athens,” said Mr. Kaminis and went on to add that the men and women of Athens voted having the best interest of their city in mind.

“I want to thank all the citizens of the capital because they put the city’s best interest above polarization and partisanship,” added Mr. Kaminis.

“They defended a European city that controls its own future” continued Mr. Kaminis and expressed his joy for having met a young person – his opponent- who welcomed him to the city council.

“I am confident that our cooperation with Mr Sakellaridis and the democratically elected opposition will be very good”, concluded Mr. Kaminis.

Moralis’ historic win in Piraeus
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Former mayor V. Michaloliakos wished his victorious opponent “good luck”

Yannis Moralis’ victory takes on the dimensions of an unprecedented triumph, in the race for the municipality of Piraeus. On one hand, the early results give a big lead for his “Piraeus Winner” political combination, and on the other, former mayor Vassilis Michaloliakos admitted his loss.

Rhythmically chanting the name of Y. Moralis, holding flags with the logo of his political group as well as red-white Olympiacos flags, the supporters of “Piraeus Winner”  began their celebrations early.

Several alderman candidates are among the crowd gathered.

Shortly before 10 pm, the place “caught fire” with Y. Moralis and Vangelis Marinakis’ arrival.

In his initial statements, the new mayor of the great harbor spoke of a great day for Piraeus.

“Piraeus has no winners or losers, today”, he added, thanking those “who voted for us and who supported us”.

“We have a plan and inexhaustible forces, and we will succeed”, stated Y. Moralis and ended in a more personal note, thanking his wife and children which supported him and his parents who raised him with democratic beliefs.

Vangelis Marinakis began his speech afterwards, and noted that the “People of Piraeus voted and won, today”. He dedicated tonight to his father and added that “I will do whatever is in my power, for Piraeus. We embrace all Piraeus citizens for the good of the city”.

Vangelis Marinakis, the owner of Olympiacos F.C., known businessman and alderman candidate with Yannis Moralis had stated shortly after 8pm that there will be celebrations, soon.

 

Statements made by former mayor V. Michaloliakos had preceded the celebrations, in which he admitted that he had lost the duel with Mr. Moralis.

New Democracy-supported candidates seem to be leading in 8-9 regions

New Democracy’s candidates seem to be winning the battle of local elections, since they are leading in most regions. The sole exception is that of Attica, which evolves into the ultimate derby, according to the flow of the first primary results.

The electoral map, and the way it stood on the first round, as well as the initial results of the second round so far, ND seems to have asserted its dominance in eight to nine regions.

However, the political clash conducted between coalition government candidates(ND and PASOK)   in some regions, are also of particular interest.

According to preliminary estimates, ND and PASOK’s Petros Tatoulis seems to be winning against SYRIZA’s Odysseas Voudouris in the Peloponnese region.

In the Region of Thessaly, Mr. Kostas Agorastos (ND) is leading over his center-left opponent, Nikos Tsilimigkas who, however, appears to be highly resistant to the former’s pressures. Also, the race of Central Greece is led by Mr. Kostas Bakoyannis.

The Ionian Islands region seems to be the only one being won by SYRIZA, with T. Galitsatos leading over Mr. Spyrou, who is supported by the New Democracy party.

The Region of Western Greece between A. Katsifaras and A. Katsaniotis is also turning into a close match.

Independent candidate A. Tzitzikostas seems to be leading against ND’s Y. Ioannidis in Central Macedonia.

The political races in Western Macedonia are also indecisive, since ND’s G. Dakis and Independent T. Karipidis are very close, whereas in the region of Easter Macedonia and Thrace the clash between ND’s G. Pavlidis and PASOK’s A. Giannakidis is also balanced on the edge of a knife.

Crete seems to have PASOK’s S. Arnaoutakis, leading over ND’s S. Tsokas.

The surprising percentage of ELIA may well judge the coalition government&#039;s stability
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“3 is the magic number”, for SYRIZA and ND, with ELIA acquiring a surprising percentage

A vote in favor of political stability, which is, however, accompanied by a resounding alarm for government parties seems to have been given by voters who voted for European elections, according to the estimates made by political parties’ staffs.

There is no governmental incongruity from the results of exit polls, stress New Democracy’s party members. The difference of 3% shown by polls before the elections is a result that the party will be looking into seriously, however, as high-ranking ND members state, they will await until later at night for the first results from the Interior Ministry, since exit polls given last Sunday were shot down. The ELIA party’s exit poll rates have been a pleasant surprise.

In PASOK, after the announcement of the results of exit polls, the party members reacted with modest positivity. Evangelos Venizelos’ partners are keeping a low profile until the first real results are shown.

At the same time, according to Venizelos’ colleagues, this confirms the call to all the democratic forces to join together towards progressive stability.

Last but not least, the New Democracy party states that they have received the message from the citizens that the latter are tired of austerity measures. However, they are unequivocal on the fact that the government will exhaust its four-year term and that SYRIZA has failed to turn these elections into a referendum.

Tsipras: We will not give away the working class to Nazi
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The president of the main opposition party, SYRIZA, asked all citizens to vote for him regardless of what they had voted in previous elections

During the big election rally at Omonia square in Athens, Alexis Tsipras, the president f SYRIZA, lashed out at government regarding its economic policy and stressed that Greece needs all its citizens to participate in the voting process and vote for SYRIZA regardless of what they had voted in the previous local and regional elections.

Mr Tsipras said that “This is not a government. This is a blackmailer state, a steamroller. We must stop them. It is a matter of survival. Greece slipped out of their hands and they still have the audacity to pretend to be serious and that they are here to save Greece”.

The president of SYRIZA urged citizens to vote on Sunday so as to put an end to the uncertainty of salaries, pensions and employment, to the uncertainty and insecurity for today and tomorrow, promising to restore the minimum wage to 751 euros for all employees.

Referring to the national development plan presented by Prime Minister Antonis Samaras, Mr Tsipras spoke of delirium of election campaign promises made by Mr. Samaras, just a few days before the elections.

He was constantly stressing that SYRIZA from Sunday will unite all Greeks and called everyone to vote for SYRIZA regardless of what they had voted in previous elections stressing that “we will not give away the working class to the Nazis. We will not allow our people to believe that fascism is against the system,”.

Also commenting indirectly the abstinence trend, he asked people to give some time of their life on Sunday so as to change Greece together.

Mr Tsipras promised to protect the primary residence and reduce the price of heating oil, to restore pensions, starting from the lowest, free public health and education, public social security system.

Regarding taxation, he talked about tax relief for small and medium incomes, programs to support farmers, debt settlements for individuals regarding their debts to banks and state.

Finally he talked about claiming the forced occupation loan and the German war reparations, while referring to the privatization he stressed that water is a collective public good and beaches should be open to everyone.




Yannis Moralis: “We have a plan for Piraeus”
Moralis triumphs over Michaloliakos in Piraeus - KKE-backed Peletidis elected mayor in Patra
Sunday, May 25, 2014
Yannis Moralis has been elected the new mayor of Piraeus after defeating the outgoing mayor Vasilis Michaloliakos, who admitted his defeat and around 9pm contacted Mr. Moralis to congratulate him.

Mr. Moralis stated that “one thing is certain, we have a lot of hard work ahead of us, be we have a plan and the necessary strength to see it through”. Council member and president of Olympiacos F.C. Vangelis Marinakis also noted that “the people of Piraeus voted today and won”.

Peletidis elected mayor of Patra
The Communist Party-backed Kostas Peletidis has also been elected mayor of Patra with a 60% of the vote in the second round of elections. His New Democracy-backed opponent Kostas Christopoulos has accepted defeat and thanked his supporters.

Koutsoumpas: “SYRIZA has opted to go against the people’s interests”
The Greek Communist Party leader called for a departure from EU and NATO in downtown Athens talk
Friday, May 23, 2014
The general secretary of the Communist Party Dimitris Koutsoumpas gave a speech in downtown Athens on Thursday evening where he condemned the other parties of “political games and deals”.

Mr. Koutsoumpas was particularly scathing in his criticism of opposition leaders SYRIZA, which he accused of pandering for votes and for “recruiting leading members of PASOK who are specialized in scams”. According to the KKE leader SYRIZA has chosen to align itself with the EU and NATO, the huge business groups and interest dealers.

The general secretary later explained that only the Communist Party can “tackle the neo-Nazi Golden Dawn” and argued that more aggressive efforts are necessary to reveal the “association of Nazism with the system”. Mr. Koutsoumpas warned that minorities have been used as pawns in the imperialistic competition and called for the people to be weary of vague minority reports.

The Communist Party leader insisted that A new “Annan plan” for Cyprus “perhaps worse than the previous one” was being devised and warned that with Turkey expanding its influence In the Middle East, Balkans, Caucasus and Syria, there was the risk of Greece being implicated in a military conflict “on the side of one imperialist coalition or another”.

Mr. Koutsoumpas repeated his party’s opposition to the European Union and NATO while stressing that the only realistic option is a unilateral debt cancellation, in conjunction with a nationalization of large industries and mining. Additionally, the general secretary claimed that irrespective of electoral result on Sunday, the Greek people will still be called upon to repay the bailout loans.
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Niederlage der Sparpolitik

Die Linkspartei von Alexis Tsipras triumphiert bei der Wahl und fordert vorgezogene Neuwahlen. Davon will Regierungschef Samaras nichts wissen.

ATHEN taz | Nach Auszählung von 95 Prozent der Wahlbezirke kommt das „Bündnis der radikalen Linken“ (SYRIZA) auf 26,5 Prozent der Stimmen, schickt damit sechs Abgeordnete ins EU-Parlament und verweist die konservative Regierungspartei von Ministerpräsident Antonis Samaras auf den zweiten Platz (22,8%, fünf Abgeordnete). 
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„Erstmals in der Geschichte unseres Landes wird die Linke stärkste politische Kraft bei einer landesweiten Wahl“ erklärte Tsipras am Sonntagabend. Der SYRIZA-Erfolg in Griechenland sei ein Signal für den ganzen Kontinent: „Die Völker Europas feiern heute eine Niederlage der Sparpolitik in einem Land, das die europäische Führung zu Versuchskaninchen gemacht hat“ betonte der 40jährige. 

Wie erwartet, forderte Tsipras vorgezogene Parlamentswahlen, da die Links-Rechts-Koalition von Regierungschef Samaras ihre Legitimation verloren habe. Das sieht Regierungschef Samaras natürlich anders: „Das Volk hat eine deutliche Botschaft an die Regierung gesendet, aber auch die Opposition zurückgewiesen“ behauptete er am Sonntagabend. Schließlich habe die Linkspartei ihren Stimmenanteil im Vergleich zur Parlamentswahl 2012 nicht steigern können, erklärte Samaras- und verschwieg dabei, dass seine eigene Partei im Vergleich zu 2012 fast 7 Punkte verloren hat. Jedenfalls wisse der Regierungschef „was geändert werden muss“ und er werde dies auch tun, versprach Samaras. Eine „deutliche Botschaft für einen Regierungswechsel“ sieht aber selbst das regierungsnahe Blatt Eleftheros Typos. 

Besser als erwartet konnten die mitregierenden Sozialisten abschneiden: Die Partei von Vizeregierungschef Evangelos Venizelos landete mit 8 Prozent der Stimmen auf dem vierten Platz und darf immerhin zwei Abgeordnete nach Brüssel schicken. Dennoch wird über eine Absetzung des Parteichefs spekuliert. Venizelos selbst versucht Zeit zu gewinnen und bereitet einen außerordentlichen Parteitag vor. Spekulationen über eine Rückkehr des einstigen Regierungschefs Papandreou an die Parteispitze werden nicht bestätigt, aber auch nicht ausdrücklich dementiert. 

Drei Nazis für Brüssel 

Zu den Gewinnern dieser Wahl gehört auch die Neonazi-Partei Goldene Morgenröte: Obwohl die Justiz gegen die Hälfte ihrer Parlamentsabgeordneten ermittelt, konnten die Rechtsextremen zulegen und aus der Europawahl als drittstärkste politische Kraft hervorgehen. Sie werden mit drei Sitzen im neuen EU-Parlament vertreten sein. 

Für Aufsehen sorgte auch die zweite Runde der griechischen Kommunal- und Regionalwahlen, die parallel zur Europawahl stattfanden. Besonders wichtig aus SYRIZA-Sicht: In Attika, dem größten Wahlkreis des Landes, feierte die Linkskandidatin Rena Dourou einen überraschenden Sieg gegen den sozialistischen Lokalgouverneur Jannis Sgouros, der auch von den Konservativen ausdrücklich unterstützt wurde. 

In der Hauptstadt Athen musste sich der SYRIZA-Kandidat Gavriil Sakellaridis dem amtierenden Bürgermeister Jorgos Kaminis allerdings knapp geschlagen geben. Bei sommerlichen Temperaturen feierten Tsipras, Dourou und Sakellaridis in der Nacht zum Montag gemeinsam den griechischen Linksrutsch vor Tausenden Anhängern in der Athener Innenstadt. Dabei versprach Tsipras: „Wir haben eine wichtige Schlacht gewonnen. Bald werden wir auch den Krieg für uns entscheiden“.

Griechenland: Linksbündnis gewinnt Europawahlen vor den Konservativen

Aus den Europawahlen am Sonntag ging das Bündnis der Radikalen Linken (SYRIZA, 26,59 %) in Griechenland mit einem deutlichen Vorsprung von fast 4 Prozent vor der konservativen Nea Dimokratia (ND; 22,73 %) hervor. Auf Platz drei folgen Griechenlands Neofaschisten der Chryssi Avgi mit 9,38 %. Anschließend kommt das von der PASOK dominierte Bündnis „Elia" (Olive) mit 8,03 %. Es folgen „To Potami" (6,61 %), die kommunistische KKE (6,07 %) und die Unabhängigen Griechen (3,45 %); es handelt sich zwar noch um vorläufige Wahlergebnisse, ausgezählt wurden bisher rund 98,5 % der Stimmen, in der Praxis dürfte sich am Ergebnis kaum etwas ändern. 
Die anderen Parteien, darunter auch die Demokratische Linke (DIMAR), die sich im vorigen Sommer von der Koalitionsregierung zurückgezogen hatte, verfehlten die 3-Prozent-Hürde und stellen keinen Europaparlamentarier. Von den 21 Abgeordneten, die Griechenland nach Brüssel entsenden darf, gehören 6 zu SYRIZA, 5 zur Nea Dimokratia, 3 zur Chryssi Avgi, jeweils 2 zur Elia, zu Potami und zur KKE; die Unabhängigen Griechen entsenden einen Vertreter. Was die Wahlbeteiligung betrifft, so gingen 6 von 10 Griechen an die Urnen (59,91 %).

Noch am Sonntagabend stellte der Vorsitzende von SYRIZA, Alexis Tsipras, fest, dass die Regierung nun weder eine moralische noch eine politische Legitimität habe. Der Oppositionsführer forderte aus diesem Grunde umgehend die Durchführung von Neuwahlen. Am heutigen Montag wird er sich um 13.00 Uhr mit dem Staatspräsidenten Karolos Papoulias treffen. Würde man das jetzige Wahlergebnis auf die Parlamentswahlen vom Juni 2012 umlegen, so Tsipras, dann habe die ND 7 Prozentpunkte und die PASOK 5 Prozentpunkte eingebüßt. Wenn es sich bei diesem Ergebnis um Parlamentswahlen gehandelt hätte, so der Linkspolitiker, dann hätte seine Partei 130 der 300 Sitze in der Volksvertretung erhalten und die ND 69. Deshalb müssten nun so schnell wie möglich Parlamentswahlen durchgeführt werden. 

Regierungsumbildung im Gespräch
Zu Wort meldete sich am Wahlabend auch Ministerpräsident Antonis Samaras. Er stellte fest, dass die Regierung „die Botschaft" vernommen habe, die das Volk mit seinem Votum sendete. Das Volk habe jedoch mit dem gleichen Votum einen „Umsturz", wie ihn die Oppositionspartei SYRIZA im Auge gehabt habe, abgelehnt. Beobachter gehen davon aus, dass Samaras angesichts der Lage eine Regierungsumbildung vornehmen wird. Gleichzeitig wird er dabei darauf hinweisen, dass seine Regierungskoalition mit der PASOK stabil ist. 
Vor allem die Sozialisten dürften ein starkes Interesse daran haben, dass die Karten im Kabinett neu gemischt werden. Bei den Wahlen vom Sonntag haben sie weitaus besser abgeschnitten, als erwartet. Im Vorfeld hatte der PASOK-Vorsitzende Evangelos Venizelos mehrfach an die Wähler appelliert. Sollte seine Partei schlechte Wahlergebnisse erzielen, so sein Credo, könne er die Regierung Samaras nicht länger unterstützen. Ein solcher Schritt hätte unweigerlich vorverlegte Parlamentswahlen nach sich gezogen. Die Regierung Samaras, in der Venizelos Vizeregierungschef ist, verfügt lediglich über eine hauchdünne Mehrheit in der Volksversammlung. Ohne seinen Juniorpartner PASOK hätte Samaras keine regierungsfähige Mehrheit mehr. 
Beobachter glauben, dass die Sozialisten angesichts dieses Kräfteverhältnisses stärker im neuen Kabinett vertreten sein möchten. Vor allem dürfte auch der Koalitionsvertrag noch einmal auf den Prüfstand kommen. Heute Nachmittag werden sich der politische Rat und das Sekretariat der Wahlkommission der PASOK über die Ergebnisse des Urnenganges beraten, um die entsprechenden Schlussfolgerungen zu ziehen. 

(Griechenland Zeitung / eh, Foto: Eurokinissi)
Tagesthema der Griechenland Zeitung (26.05.2014)

Griechenland: Anschlag mit Schusswaffe auf PASOK-Büros kurz vor den Wahlen 

erschienen am 26.05.2014 um 12:49 Uhr

Ein terroristischer Anschlag ist in der Nacht von Samstag auf Sonntag auf Büros der sozialistischen Regierungspartei PASOK verübt worden. Vermutlich haben zwei unbekannte Täter von einem Motorrad aus mindestens zwei Mal mit einem Sturmgewehr vom Typ Kalaschnikow gefeuert. Es gab keine unmittelbaren Augenzeugen und es wurde auch niemand verletzt. Experten der Polizei sprachen von einem Vorfall mit „hohem Risiko" und begründen dies damit, dass sich in der Nähe des Gebäudes Polizisten befanden. Jene hatten allerdings vom Anschlag nichts bemerkt. 
Die ersten ballistischen Untersuchungen zeigen, dass die Waffe bisher bei keiner anderen terroristischen Aktion benutzt worden ist. Die Antiterrorspezialisten, die die Aufklärung des Falles übernommen haben, sprechen von einer „symbolischen Aktion". Dafür spreche, dass sie in der Nacht vor der Durchführung der Europa- und Kommunalwahlen durchgeführt wurde. In einer Mitteilung heißt es seitens der griechischen Sozialisten: „Die PASOK hat keine Angst, und sie lässt sich nicht terrorisieren." Der Vorfall erinnert stark an einen ähnlichen Anschlag auf die Büros des konservativen Regierungspartners Nea Dimokratia Mitte Januar 2013. Anfang 2014 wurde zudem ein ähnlicher terroristischer Anschlag auf die Residenz des deutschen Botschafters in Athen verübt worden. 

(Griechenland Zeitung / eh)

KKE:
http://inter.kke.gr/en/articles/The-election-results-confirm-the-trend-for-the-rallying-of-forces-around-the-KKE/

The election results confirm the trend for the rallying of forces around the KKE 

…

The results of the 2nd round of the local elections
 On the 25th of May 2014 the 2nd round of the municipal elections was held.
 The lists of ‘People’s Rally” that was supported by the KKE entered the 2nd round of the elections in 4 muncipalities and were victorious in all 4 of them.

 Specifically:

 

· In the municipality of Patras (the 3rd largest city in the country) it received 62.4% of the votes (it had 25.06% in the 1st round).

· In the municipality of the island of Ikaria it received 50.8% of the votes (it had 44.1 % in the 1st round).

· In the municipality of Petroupolis (which is in Athens) it received 53% of the votes (26.28% in the 1st round).

· In the municipality of Haidari (which is in Athens) it received 68.5% of the votes (18.43% in the 1st round).

· http://inter.kke.gr/fr/articles/Elections-etudiantes-en-Grece-renforcement-important-des-communistes/
Élections étudiantes en Grèce : renforcement important des communistes

 Le 7 mai, 11 jours avant les élections locales et 18 jours avant les élections européennes, les élections pour les comités des syndicats étudiants ont eu lieu. Dans ces élections, les listes du « Panspoudastiki KS », soutenues par la Jeunesse communiste de Grèce (KNE), ont connu une hausse importante.

Alors, « Panspoudastiki KS » a amélioré ses résultats dans les Instituts techniques, récoltant 22,4 % (+ 3,9%) et a pu bénéficier d'une croissance analogue dans les universités, avec 19,2% (+ 2,8 %).

Même si cette année le taux de participation a été plus faible que l'an passé, « Panspoudastiki KS » a été la seule force à progresser tant en nombre de voix que en pourcentages et elle émerge comme la seconde force dans les Instituts techniques comme dans les Universités. Les forces gouvernementales ont subi une baisse en pourcentages comme en nombre de voix (les conservateurs de la ND et les sociaux-démocrates du PASOK), tandis que l'ultra-gauche et les forces de SYRIZA ne présentent pas de changement en pourcentage tout en récoltant moins de voix par rapport à l'an dernier. Il est indicatif que le rassemblement soutenu par SYRIZA stagne à 6 % dans les universités et à 2 % dans les Instituts techniques, sans aucun changement en rapport avec les élections de l'an passé, contrairement aux listes appuyées par les jeunes communistes.

 Les listes du « Panspoudastiki KS » étaient présentes dans la majorité des facultés. Un « Panspoudastiki KS » fort le lendemain des élections renfoncera la lutte commune des étudiants, du Front de lutte des étudiants (MAS), qui mène la lutte aux côtés des travailleurs, du PAME pour leurs droits. Dans le même temps, les jeunes communistes cherchent à renforcer l’effort pour des syndicats étudiants combatifs, afin de renforcer la lutte pour obtenir du financement suffisant pour nos établissements, le respect des droits des étudiants dans leurs études, ce qui comprend la gratuité de la restauration, tout comme des transports, des livres, du matériel d'étude, et pour une éducation scientifique de qualité, avec les diplômes comme seule condition préalable à l'embauche etc.

Dans son communiqué, le secrétaire du Conseil Central de la KNE Thodoris Chionis, a caractérisé le résultat positif comme « un message de lutte et d'optimisme » et il a déclaré :

« Nous devons envoyer un message encore plus résolu, nos rêves et nos besoins ne peuvent pas être contenus dans le maelstrom de l'UE et du système. Nous appelons les étudiants dans leur ensemble à choisir la voie du renversement du système et du désengagement de l'UE. Il faut qu'ils donnent plus de poids à la force qui lutte sans répit pour nos droits contemporains et pour la seule solution dans les intérêts du peuple. Nous devons renforcer le KKE dans toutes les confrontations électorales que nous avons devant nous ».
http://inter.kke.gr/it/articles/Unidad-y-Lucha-Intervista-a-Dimitris-Koutsoumpas/

Unidad y Lucha: Intervista a Dimitris Koutsoumpas

Unidad y Lucha intervista Dimitris Koutsoumpas, Segretario Generale del PC di Grecia (KKE), che affronta diverse lotte elettorali nel mese di maggio.

"Il rafforzamento del KKE è una garanzia per l'emancipazione del popolo dalla politica dell'Unione Europea e dei monopoli."

Unidad y Lucha: In Grecia si svolgono le elezioni comunali e regionali il 18 maggio, e appena una settimana dopo si svolgono le elezioni europee. Puoi commentarci qual è la situazione attuale in Grecia e come affronta il KKE il lavoro elettorale in questo momento?

Dimitris Koutsoumpas: Teniamo conto che il 2014 è un anno di relativa stabilizzazione dell'economia, dopo una profonda crisi economica di più di cinque anni. Ma quest'anno di "stagnazione" è ancora molto instabile perché dipende da diversi fattori interni ed esterni, quali la situazione economica generale nella zona euro o l'acutizzazione delle grandi contraddizioni e della competizione.

In ogni caso, le riforme antipopolari iniziate non si fermeranno affatto, né cesseranno di esistere le leggi e le misure antipopolari, i continui memorandum, le norme e i meccanismi di vigilanza e supervisione di quel nido di vespe che è l'Unione Europea.

Il nostro popolo continuerà a soffrire, continuerà ad essere torturato. Per questo noi ci rivolgiamo alla classe operaia e agli altri strati popolari affinché uniscano le loro forze e lottino insieme con i comunisti di fronte alla doppia battaglia elettorale di maggio. Il nostro partito dà questa battaglia in modo uniforme in tutto il paese, come se fosse un sol uomo, tutti come un pugno tra il popolo, nei posti di lavoro, nelle industrie, nelle fabbriche, negli uffici, nei servizi, nei negozi, nelle scuole, nelle università, negli ospedali, nei quartieri, nei paesi, nei centri di sport e cultura, lì dove le famiglie operaie e popolari e i giovani della nostra patria vivono, lavorano, cercano lavoro, studiano, soffrono.

Diamo questa battaglia con tutte le nostre forze per eliminare gli ostacoli generati dai falsi dilemmi, dalle false speranze di sollievo posti dal governo di Nuova Democrazia e PASOK rispetto al surplus economico primario e la soluzione affidata ai mercati. Bisogna superare le insidie che creano le illusioni seminate da SYRIZA, che si muove in quella stessa direzione. Lavoriamo in modo che più persone entrino in contatto con la proposta realistica d'uscita dalla crisi del KKE, che è l'unica proposta favorevole al popolo. Invitiamo a votare per la lista combattiva e radicale del KKE, sia per il Parlamento Europeo sia per i comuni e le regioni. Cogliamo l'occasione delle elezioni per diffondere ampiamente le posizioni, le proposte e il programma del KKE.

Uyl: Per quanto riguarda le elezioni europee, i membri del Partito della Sinistra Europea, come gli altri partiti di dimensione europea, presentano un candidato alla "presidenza della Commissione Europea". Nel caso del PSE questo candidato è Alexis Tsipras, leader del SYRIZA. Cosa ne pensi di questo?

DK: Il Partito della Sinistra Europea, come gli altri partiti europei, è una creazione dell'Unione Europea per promuovere i suoi obiettivi. Il PSE esprime la sua completa subordinazione agli interessi dei monopoli e pretende che i popoli d'Europa identifichino i loro interessi con quelli dei loro sfruttatori. La candidatura di Tsipras per la presidenza della Commissione Europea, il meccanismo più reazionario dell'Unione Europea, è un'ulteriore prova che questo partito vuole, come gli altri partiti neo-liberali e socialdemocratici, essere riconosciuto dall'Unione Europea e dai monopoli.

Il PSE, SYRIZA, è un partito che indossa la maschera della "sinistra" e vuole sottomettere il nostro popolo alle catene dell'Unione Europea, alla via di sviluppo capitalista. Per questo fomenta illusioni secondo cui "l'unione predatoria" chiamata UE, possa cambiare e convertirsi in una unione favorevole ai popoli. Per questo, come principale partito di opposizione in Grecia, riceve lettere di raccomandazione dagli imperialisti di tutto il mondo, riceve "buone parole" dalla Federazione Ellenica delle Imprese, mentre fa tutto il possibile per minare il movimento operaio e popolare.

Uyl: Che interesse possono avere la classe operaia e i settori popolari nelle elezioni europee?

DK: Perché lo stesso popolo si senta più forte è necessario rafforzare il KKE in ogni luogo. Nel Parlamento Europeo, nel parlamento nazionale, nei comuni e regioni, nei sindacati, nei luoghi di lavoro e nei quartieri. Perché solo il KKE si è opposto fortemente all'adesione della Grecia alla Comunità Economica Europea, solo il KKE ha votato contro Maastricht e l'Unione Economica Monetaria.

Il voto per il KKE è l'unico che riflette realmente il malcontento del popolo contro la politica antipopolare del governo e le illusioni che promuove il principale partito di opposizione, riflette la disapprovazione e la condanna popolare della politica dell'Unione Europea. Il rafforzamento del KKE è una garanzia per l'emancipazione del popolo dalla politica dell'Unione Europea e dei monopoli.

Il KKE è una garanzia perché lotta concentrandosi sui grandi e principali problemi, non si stanca, resiste. Nonostante i negativi rapporti di forza, il KKE lotta con fede nella forza della classe operaia, per l'aggregazione del movimento operaio e popolare.

Il KKE è una garanzia perché dà battaglie nel Parlamento nazionale ed europeo; ha presentato progetti di legge importanti in soccorso delle famiglie popolari, respinti dai partiti che rappresentano il capitale; il KKE si oppone alle misure antipopolari, informa i lavoratori, è dà loro voce.

Il KKE è una garanzia perché sarà presente, con il popolo come protagonista degli eventi, in un governo popolare che assegnerà la ricchezza che produciamo in proprietà sociale, libererà il paese dalle catene dell'Unione Europea e procederà a una cancellazione unilaterale del debito.

Uyl: Sia il KKE che il PCPE hanno firmato una dichiarazione congiunta insieme ad altri  partiti comunisti e operai prima di queste elezioni. Secondo voi, quanto è importante questo passo?

DK: Attraverso un processo di discussione, di interscambio di esperienze e attività comuni, 29 partiti comunisti e operai d'Europa hanno formato lo scorso ottobre la "Iniziativa dei Partiti Comunisti e Operai per lo studio e l'elaborazione sulle questioni europee e per il coordinamento della loro attività". Questa Iniziativa Comunista costituisce una forma importante di cooperazione tra partiti comunisti e operai che si basa sui principi del socialismo scientifico e lotta per un mondo senza sfruttamento dell'uomo sull'uomo, senza crisi, senza povertà, senza disoccupazione, senza guerre imperialiste.

La Iniziativa non è un partito, né uno dei cosiddetti "Partiti Europei", visto che rifiuta l'Unione europea e i suoi obiettivi e serve per raggruppare le forze e l'azione pianificata contro l'alleanza predatoria che è l'Unione Europea.

La Iniziativa è una risorsa importante per la lotta operaia e popolare, per il rafforzamento dell'intervento distintivo dei partiti comunisti e operai d'Europa che, inoltre, rivela il ruolo nocivo del PSE e dell'opportunismo. Questo sforzo ha il fine di contribuire all'impegno generale di superare la crisi attuale del Movimento Comunista Internazionale. Tali iniziative servono all'unità del movimento operaio in Europa e al rafforzamento della lotta dei partiti comunisti per gli interessi della classe operaia e degli strati popolari. Il Partito Comunista dei Popoli di Spagna svolge un ruolo attivo nella promozione di questo sforzo.

In questo senso, la dichiarazione comune che hanno firmato fino ad oggi 31 partiti comunisti e operai di tutta Europa è un passo significativo in quanto si tratta di una posizione comune dei comunisti d'Europa che indica i criteri di scelta che le persone di fronte alle elezioni europee, le ragioni per cui appoggiare in ogni modo i comunisti e la soluzione politica che propongono.

Uyl: Lo svincolamento dall'UE è un elemento chiave nella sua proposta politica. Come spiegate questa posizione alla classe operaia greca?

DK: La posizione del KKE di svincolamento dall'Unione Europea di ogni paese d'Europa, compresa la Grecia, attraverso il Potere Popolare, è una posizione di classe. Arma la classe operaia e gli strati popolari contro coloro che recentemente sono apparsi come "euroscettici", auspicando l'uscita dalla zona euro. Questi vogliono portare i lavoratori, i disoccupati, gli operai, sotto la falsa bandiera delle forze che rappresentano il capitale nazionale ed estero, dal momento che oggi anche settori della borghesia promuovono questa linea a loro proprio vantaggio. La posizione del KKE libera le forze popolari dalla trappola di identificare i propri interessi con gli interessi di settori della borghesia che competono tra di loro e si scontrano su chi vince e chi perde.

Il ritiro che propone il KKE si integra in una via diversa di sviluppo a favore del popolo, la via della unificazione dell'Europa a favore dei popoli, l'Europa del socialismo. La via che propone il KKE non è solitaria, non è una via di isolamento come sostengono i nostri oppositori. Piuttosto, è all'interno dell'Unione Europea, dove ogni popolo è SOLO. Il popolo greco è solo e indifeso contro le bestie che cercano di divorarlo. Nella lotta per lo svincolamento dalla UE, i popoli si uniranno realmente, non saranno da soli; il popolo greco e i suoi figli avranno alleati. La posizione di ritiro dall'Unione Europea con il potere popolare per tutti i paesi d'Europa, e la Grecia, è ciò che porta all'abolizione dell'Unione Europea, verso una Unione Europea dei popoli, del Socialismo. Questa è la posizione genuinamente filo-europea in quanto unisce i popoli sotto relazioni di cooperazione equa, d'amicizia e solidarietà.

Uyl: Molte grazie, compagno.

http://www.solidnet.org/
